
LUNA: Basic Concepts

LUNA is a web service that can be used to search, group, present, and distribute 
images from various digital image repositories. Currently it is possible to access several 
image repositories that are hosted at Pomona College as well as outside repositories. 
Additionally, LUNA may be used to search Flickr (http://www.flickr.com).  

LUNA and Web Browsers

Since LUNA is a web service you will need to use a web browser to use it. LUNA 
behaves differently depending on what browser and operating system you happen to be 
using. LUNA users at Pomona College have found that the following combinations of 
browsers and computing platforms work best:


 Windows + Internet Explorer 7

 Windows + Google Chrome

 Apple + Safari


There has been some success with Windows + Internet Explorer 6.0. However, it has 
proven to be unreliable. The FireFox browser on all platforms does not work well and is 
not recommended. 

Logging on to LUNA

LUNA is located at http://luna.pomona.edu 
Simply type the web address into your browser. 

The screen shot below shows the default Pomona LUNA environment. With no login the 
only collection that can be viewed is the Pomona College Museum of Art. You must 
login to to view other collections.  Login by clicking the “Login” link at the upper right of 
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the page. If you are a faculty member and do not have a Login please contact 
itg@pomona.edu to have one created. Having an account created also insures faculty 
are granted access to as many collections and resources as possible. 

Most of the LUNA accounts created for 
faculty members are required to  
authenticate through the Insight server 
therefore the authentication process can 
take a few seconds. It is not instant.  

Upon login your screen will look something like figure 3 below. Please note the following 
items. A red box has been placed around the list of collections that you have access to. 
Your currently selected collection is identified by the square looking icon and bold 
typeface. You may switch collections by clicking on another title.  The yellow arrow 
points to your personal settings. The green arrow points to your default media group. 
Next, we will learn about these.... 
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By clicking on ÒEdit Settings/DefaultsÓ  you may personalize the following settings:
 - Choose which collections you will be searching.
 - Select the number of thumbnails per page, and their display size.
 - Choose if fading and other effects are to be used.
 - Select your default Media Group.
 - Select which pages will show the Help Tip.  

By clicking on ÒDefault Media GroupÓ take you to your default Media Group.

Perhaps, one of the most important ideas to grasp with LUNA is the idea of Media 
Groups. Media groups are simply collections of images.  Your default Media Group is 
the default group where images are saved. For example, if you searched for some 
images and wanted to save a few of them. When you save them they will be stored in 
your default Media Group. It is possible to change your default Media Group by 
changing it in Edit Settings/Defaults. 

To avoid any confusion it is important to always be aware of what your default Media 
Group. If you are not sure what your default Media Group is you may loose track of your 
images. Keep in mind that it is possible to move images out of your default Media Group 
into other Media Groups. One image collection strategy that some employ is to use their 
default Media Group as a temporary bucket of images where one can later move 
images to other Media Groups.   

LUNA: Example of a Basic Workßow

People will tend to use LUNA in unique ways depending on what they are needing to 
accomplish. With this said, to better understand LUNA we will examine a sample 
workflow as a starting point. 

1) Login
2) Select collection(s) to search
3) Preform a search
4) Select images from the search results and place in to your default Media Group
5) Move images from your default Media Group to your “created” Media Groups. 
6) When images are in your Media Groups you may do several things:

1) Use the “Slide Show Tool” for a quick in class presentation.
2) Download the entire group to your hard drive to create a presentation in 

Powerpoint or Keynote.
3) Create a presentation using LUNAʼs web based presentation tool.

7) Share your images or presentations via the web or Sakai. 


